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THE expansion of the British Empire south of the Equator and in the Pacific Ocean did not, apart from the appropriation of the Falklands in the South Atlantic in 1765, begin until the last quarter of the eighteenth century. The Dutch and Portuguese almost entirely blocked the northern passage from the Indian to the Pacific Ocean, and though much of the western coast line of Australia was traced, chiefly by Dutch, but also by British sailors before the seventeenth century was ended, notably by Tasman about the middle and Dampier at the close of it, the land did not offer attractions for occupation and settlement. Portuguese, Dutch, and Spaniards had been in possession of the Spice Islands and the
t\\o thousand, with which the Pacific is strewn, meeting his death at the hands of the Sandwich "Islanders in its northern latitudes. The Pacific was by no means wholly unknown, for the world had been circumnavigated several times since Magellan had first sailed round it, and Robinson Crusoe's prototype, Alexander Selkirk, had been marooned on Juan Fernandez in 1704 ; but the route across the ocean had lain almost entirely north of the Equator. It wad Cook who, broadly speaking, brought Polynesia and Micronesia within the ken of explorers and traders.
Before Cook had been ten years dead the Australian continent was claimed as a British possession, not a week before the arrival of French ships, which
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Philippines for a century and a half or more before the voyages of Captain Cook led the way to the British expansion.
Here we can only touch upon the realms which now form the Commonwealth of Australia and the Dominion of New Zealand; their development is dealt with elsewhere. Their beginnings, however, mark stages in the general story, and of them therefore we shall have something to say.
Between 1768 and 1779 Cook, in a series of voyages, visited New Zealand and Tasmania, which had been discovered by Tasman in 1642, explored the eastern coast-line of Australia, and touched at many of the islands, numbering more than
may have intended to appropriate the country for France. But Britain and France were then at peace ; the British priority and British rights according to European custom were indisputable.
The British flag was for the first time raised officially on Australian soil by Captain Phillip, January i8th, 1788. For a long time to come, Britain, secured by her naval pre-eminence, was to have no rivals in the Antipodes, and when in 1815 the European wars, which broke out shortly after the annexation, were ended, the British position was fully established. The formation of a New Zealand Company led to quarrels between the British settlers and the vigorous Maoris who held these
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